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The Shea Center is dedicated to improving the lives of people with disabilities through therapeutic horse-related programs.

Wheelchair, to Running, to Carrying His Bride Down the Aisle
A story about Shea Center rider Kevin Whitney
Watch Kevin Whitney, age 26, and you think he’s been riding his entire life. He tacks his horse,
walks his horse to the arena and mounts for a 45-minute lesson with his instructor. But just three
years ago, Kevin was laying in an emergency room with a broken back from a skydiving accident.
He has faced remarkable challenges and persevered in overcoming them.
Born in Utah, today Kevin is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree at Cal State Long Beach and is
applying to its medical school to become a physician. He also volunteers as a recovery room
assistant at Los Alamitos Medical Center. Previously, Kevin spent a three-year tour of duty in
the Navy traveling the world, where he developed interests in scuba diving, skydiving, and
rock climbing. After his honorable discharge from the Navy three years ago, Kevin had a
parachuting accident that led to multiple back fractures, a
subsequent spinal cord injury, and paralyzed legs.
Kevin’s introduction to The Shea Center occurred when
his therapist at the VA Long Beach took him and
other veterans with spinal cord injuries to the Center
to experience riding and being around horses. The
partnership with the VA Long Beach helps introduce
spinal cord injury survivors to the work at The Shea
Center once a month and is funded by generous donors.
Kevin remarked, “My doctor cleared me to ride, and when I
was mounted on the horse the first time, I felt as though I was
on top of the world. I felt strong, confident, and capable. The
Shea Center has a scholarship program for veterans to receive
riding therapy, so I signed up that week.”
“One of the things people don’t realize is that for a person
with a spinal cord injury, depression sets in before you know it,”
says Whitney. “I had been this super active person and identified
myself through my athleticism. Shea helped me find a part of
myself to be challenged; my instructor Janelle held me to my best
self and it’s been amazing. I thought I would walk again, then I
didn’t, and then I came to Shea. Their vision for me – for all of the
riders – is to be as able as possible. I just got married in January. I
carried my bride – walking – back down the aisle.”
Kevin has spoken on behalf of The Shea Center hoping to give
back and inspire others. As a veteran liaison, greeter, and helper,
he empathized and was able to interact with other riders and their
parents, giving them support and telling them his story of success.
continued on page 2

Kevin carries his bride
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“A hero is someone who has
given their life to something
bigger than oneself.”
Joseph Campbell
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Message from
Board Chair John Frank and
Executive Director Dana Butler-Moburg

As we head into this holiday season,
and look back on a year of success at
The Shea Center, we stand flanked by
heroes every day.
There are the volunteer heroes we
celebrated at the Annual Celebration and
Meeting this past June. Giving of their
leadership, time, and treasure gifts improves
our riders lives immeasurably.

STEP RIGHT UP!

There are the donor partner heroes who
come along side of us to help grow and
sustain our programs. We thank you.

Then there are the veteran and service
member heroes who have become an
integral part of our world at The Shea
Center. During the past four years, our
programs for the military community have
grown substantially from 100 to now 400
children and adults who participate in these
programs. There are donor heroes who
have enabled us to expand these services to
the military community.

Happy Holidays,

John

John M. Frank,
Board Chair
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Dana

This sold out 38th annual event was
sponsored by The Klein Family and
Rancho Mission Viejo as our presenting
sponsors, The Fazeli Family, Rande &
Terry Johnsen, The Schreiber Family
and the O’Connell Family Foundation
Trust (George & Eden O’Connell) were
our entertainment sponsors. More
than 1500 guests joined the evening’s
festivities.
The evening’s activities included a
Sponsor Saloon, hosted by our event
partner Montage Laguna Beach,
serving country faire style appetizers
and cocktails. Montage also catered
the BBQ dinner for all of the guests.
Spa Girl Cocktails provided signature
cocktails in the Sponsor Saloon, Harbor
Distributing contributed craft and
bottled beer, Alta Maria Vineyards/
Native9 Wine and James Ontiveros
donated the wine.

We have our staff heroes whose dedication
to serve others is significant and deep.

During this season of celebration and
Thanksgiving, we offer thanks to all of you
as our heroes and partners who invest
yourselves in the lives of our clients with
special needs. Success is possible thanks to
each of you.

It was a spectacular night at the
BBQ this past September 24! With
a generous matching grant from the
Klein Family Challenge to the Fosheim
Rider Support Fund, the BBQ set a
new record of $1.3 million! Shawn
Parr’s signature line, “This just in…”
sums up what happened, “The original
match was for the first $150,000,” says
Shea Executive Director, Dana ButlerMoburg. “But then Jenny and Bill said
they would match all Fosheim Fund
proceeds that night and it was
an electric moment! A new record
was set!”

Kevin Whitney continued from page 1
Kevin takes a personal interest in health and believes his greatest strength is
interpersonal communication. After spending three weeks in the intensive care unit being
poked, prodded, fed, and washed, he feels he has seen a glimpse into the healthcare
industry that not many aspiring health professionals get to see. It was at that point Kevin
realized his calling to be a physician. As he explains, “I want to be a physician that excels
in problem solving and treatment, while providing interpersonal communication that
makes a patient feel comfortable and knowledgeable. Another of my strengths is my
determination to succeed. I am resilient, unwavering, and motivated to achieve any goal
I set my mind upon.”

Dana Butler-Moburg,
Executive Director

If you would like to receive monthly Shea Center updates by email,
please forward your email address to development@sheacenter.org.

J. F. Shea Therapeutic
Riding Center

2016 Board of Directors

Officers
Other festivities included barn tours,
vintage country faire carnival games, a
petting zoo, a 340-item silent auction,
rider demonstrations, the “Parade of
Stars”, and a moving story presented
by Shea Center rider and former Navy
seaman, Kevin Whitney.
Emceed by Shawn Parr, radio host of
Nash Nights Live, the evening’s Fosheim
Rider Support Fund and live auction
were highlights. Swing Shift provided
country music for dancing.

THIS JUST IN!

bill
Klein

Over 300 volunteers helped during the
event including Shea Center volunteers,
Montage employee volunteers, PIMCO
employee volunteers, and the National
Charity League Chapters of Laguna
Beach, Monarch Beach, Saddleback
Valley, Capistrano Coast, and Newport
Beach. JSerra High School baseball
team assisted with set-up and clean up
during the weeks before and following
the BBQ, and OC Sheriffs Explorers
Post 449 assisted with VIP parking and
traffic control.
Additional thanks go to the BBQ
committee, the BBQ sponsor team,
The Shea Center board of directors and
staff, Montage Laguna Beach, Pixel That!
Photography, Shine Lighting, Signature
Party Rentals, Apffels Coffee, and Pepsi
Beverages Company. We are also
grateful to the more than 80 sponsors,
donors, 1500+ guests, 300 volunteers
and generous contributors to the
Fosheim Rider Support Fund who made
the BBQ an outstanding success!

JOHN M. FRANK – Board Chair;
John M. Frank Construction,
Founder & CEO
CHRISTOPHER HOPPER – Vice Chair –
Development; Crosby Insurance, Inc.
SUSAN PUREL – Vice Chair-Planning;
Community Leader
BONNIE EASTMAN – Secretary,
Bonnie Gonzales Interiors
LES THOMAS – Treasurer, Retired,
Former President of Shea Homes
Southern California
JENNY KLEIN – Member at Large,
Community Leader
GILBERT AGUIRRE – Member at Large;
Rancho Mission Viejo, EVP of Ranch
Operations
KATHLEEN McCLEMMY – Member
at Large; Meetings & Conventions
Manager: American Society for
Aesthetic Plastic Surgery
SUSIE ROOF, PT – Member at Large,
Director of Rehabilitation Services
Saddleback Memorial; Past Board Chair
DEBBIE MARTIN – Immediate Past
Board Chair, Community Leader

Members at Large

raised to support therapeutic riding programs!

Holiday Gifts
As you make your giving plans this holiday
season, please keep The Shea Center in mind.
Consider an alternative gift for someone you
love by making a contribution to help others.

difference in the lives of others and provide the
precious gift of support to help change lives.
We are thankful for our many friends who make
our mission their own.

Purchase equipment, fund financial aid,
sponsor a class, sponsor a horse; all of these
and other thoughtful gifts will make a lasting

Contact Dana Butler-Moburg at 949-240-8441
x102 for more information on how to make a
year-end or holiday gift.

Check out our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/SheaCenter
www.sheacenter.org | The J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding Center News | Fall 2016

ALLYSON CONSTANTINO –
Community Leader
JEFF CUNNINGHAM – Shea Properties
JULIE FROST – Community Leader
TONY GREGORY – Custom Goods, LLC
JULIE GUIZAN – Shea Properties
MARCIA JAGER – Community Leader;
Past Board Chair
JEFF MOORE – CBRE
LAURA MULLER – The Capital Group
Companies
AMBER OFFIELD – Community Leader
PAUL O’MARA – Wells Fargo Bank
STEVE STAMBAUGH – CPA
GARY URBAN – GMU Geotechnical, Inc.
JIM WASHBURN – DPR Construction

Key Staff Members
DANA BUTLER-MOBURG –
Executive Director
WALLACE CHAN –
Chief Operating Officer
JANELLE ROBINSON, PT –
Director, Therapeutic Programs
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Celebrating Volunteerism and Success!
The Shea Center held its annual Volunteer Celebration and Meeting on June 15th
with more than 160 guests in attendance. It was a time to thank our lesson volunteers
for more than 25,450 hours of service and congratulate all volunteers, staff and board
members on a job well done during the 2015 year.
After a twelve-horse and rider drill team exhibition by Shea Center staff members,
guests enjoyed delicious tacos and beverages. The event began with comments
by Shea Center board chair, John Frank. The financial report was shared by board
treasurer Les Thomas and an update was presented by vice-chair of development,
Christopher Hopper. Riders and their siblings helped tell the story of The Shea
Center’s success with presentation boards highlighting the various speaker points.
(These “Human PowerPoint” presenters were Lucy, Cade, Rocket, Lizzy, and Abigail.)

“Human PowerPoint” presenters Lucy, Cade, Rocket, Lizzy, and Abigail

This event celebrates volunteerism in all forms and awards were given to both board
members and lesson volunteers. Board member Bonnie Eastman was honored with the
Mark E. Aldrich Board Leadership Award for her service as a board officer, chair of the
annual BBQ, Gala committee member, and 14-year lesson volunteer.

Every act of giving time,
treasure and talent
transforms lives.

Gilbert Aguirre, Rancho Mission
Viejo, EVP of Operations and Shea
Center executive committee member,
presented the Horse of the Year
Award to Shea Center Tennessee
walking horse, “Kenny”.

Bonnie Eastman, winnner of
the Mark E. Aldrich Board
Leadership Award, and Abigail

Horse of the Year, Kenny

Volunteer awards included Awards
of Excellence to Dixie Sparks, Judy Shumaker, Deana Bergquist, Sharon Shrewsbury,
Dana Johnsen, Tami Roth, and Sharon English.
Commitment Awards were bestowed on Jeanne McCreadie, Chris Laullon, Don Iler,
Jan Kimble, Jennifer Lee, Nolina Beauchamp, and Danny Murphy.
The People’s Choice Award was presented to Lauren Karg.
Five-year awards went to Jean Kraemer, Barbara Delong, Janet Lockhart, Megan
Burns, Lynne Halley, Brenda Cross, and Connie Merritt Hughes. Lisa Salazar and
Terry Bayless received 10-year awards. Fifteen year awards were presented to Bonnie
Domon and Steve Sisneros with a 20-year award to Sherry Stephens.

Youth Volunteer of the Year,
Brooke Maffetore

Rookie of the Year,
Dakota Maffetore

The Rookie of the Year was Dakota Maffetore and Youth Volunteer of the Year
was Brooke Maffetore. The Adult Volunteer of the Year award was presented to
Anita Puelma.
Executive Director Dana Butler-Moburg closed with this thought, “It takes each and
every one of you to serve our clients. Every act of giving your time, treasure and talent
ensured that more than 860 children and adults received services that transformed
their lives. Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

Adult Volunteer of the Year,
Anita Puelma

People’s Choice Award winner,
Lauren Karg

Thank You for the Generous Gift!
Saturday mornings just got a lot brighter
for Shea Center clients. Mary Anne
Schoellerman, “Granny” to all of us and a
long-time friend of The Shea Center, just
gave a generous gift in support of Saturday
mornings! Our Saturday morning classes are
now named in honor of Granny, who has a
passion for services that focus on serving
children and families.

“Her dedication to our families is deep and
her generous investment makes a profound
difference in the lives of those we serve.
Many of the children served on Saturday
mornings are also treated in the Al & Mary
Ann Schoellerman Pediatric Therapy Gym.
Their gifts have been and continue to be
transformational for our riders!”

“Granny’s son Don has also been a longtime partner to Shea Center clients,” says
Butler-Moburg. “He instantly understood
the impact we have on the community and
has been a loving, dedicated partner to us.
We’re truly grateful to both Granny
and Don!”

“Granny is family to us,” says Executive
Director Dana Butler-Moburg.
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If you would like to receive monthly Shea Center updates by email,
please forward your email address to development@sheacenter.org.

Grateful for our
Foundation Partners!
As of October 1, 2016, The Shea Center has
received over $600,000 in gifts from foundations
in support of our mission to improve the lives of
people with disabilities through therapeutic horserelated programs. It is with great appreciation that
we acknowledge the generosity of our partner
foundations during this past year. These generous
gifts support everything from general needs to
specific equipment purchases and accounted for 24
percent of our revenue in 2015.
Alger Chaney Charitable Trust
Angels Baseball Foundation
Arnold & Mabel Beckman Foundation
Bilek Charitable Fund
Click Family Foundation
Confidence Foundation
Crevier Family Foundation Fund
David R. Clare and Margaret C. Clare Foundation
David S. Ascher, M.D. Charitable Foundation
Donald L. Schoellerman Foundation
Fox Family Foundation
Francis P. Torino Foundation
Golden State Foods Foundation
It Takes A Family Foundation, Inc.
J.F. Shea Company Foundation
Jay & Virginia McKie Foundation
Jeanette Bertea Hennings Foundation
John L. & Ardis J. Piers Private Foundation
Karyn & Damon Shelly Family Foundation
KNU For Kids Foundation
Lewis A. Kingsley Foundation
Linda I. Smith Foundation
MGM Resorts Foundation
Michael B. O’Donoghue Foundation Fund
Nancy & Geoffrey Stack Family Foundation
O’Connell Family Foundation Trust
Orange County Community Foundation
Schoellerman Family Foundation
State Street Foundation
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc.
The Capital Group Companies Charitable Foundation
The Corley Foundation
The Crean Foundation
The J. Grace Foundation Charitable Trust
The Lindsay Maxwell Charitable Fund
The Offield Family Foundation
The PIMCO Foundation
The Thompson Family Foundation
The Walden W. & Jean Young Shaw Foundation
The Walt Disney Company Foundation
The William & Margaret Fern Holmes Family
Foundation
TJX Foundation, Inc.
Union Bank Foundation
Whitecross Foundation

Sheanivale – A Brazilian Affaire
It was a comfortable southern
California evening for a sold-out
crowd of 426 friends and generous
donors at The Shea Center’s annual
gala at Montage Laguna Beach. The
gathering raised over $780,000 for the
Center’s therapy programs and rider
financial aid.
Elaborately dressed stilt walkers and
feathered samba dancers moved
around the grounds while performers
demonstrating feats of fire blowing
and dancing with spinning fireballs
fascinated onlookers. A 190-item silent
auction captivated guests as they
enjoyed thematic cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres.

Damon and Lizzy Shelly

After cocktails, the guests moved into
the Grand Ballroom for an elegant
dinner, presentations, entertainment,
and dancing. This year’s Michael
Lewis Friends of the Disabled award
was presented to The Shelly Family
and Irvine BMW. Lizzy Shelly was the
evening’s featured rider. At age 19,
she has been a Shea Center rider for
over 15 years.
The presentations were followed by
the Fosheim Rider Support Fund,
which raised over $275,000 for rider
financial aid and horse care. A live auction,
which included an array of experiential
events, and dancing to CoolBandLuke
concluded the evening.

Gala committee members

The premier sponsor for the event was
The Klein Family; the Event Sponsor
was Irvine BMW, Irvine Mini and RollsRoyce Motorcars Orange County; and
Entertainment Sponsors were The Aguirre
Family Trust, and O’Connell Family
Foundation Trust.
Event co-chairs, Allyson Constantino and
Pam Moellenhoff, headed the 23-member
gala committee. Many thanks to the
committee and all
the sponsors,
donors, and
guests whose
generosity made the
event so successful.

Check out our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/SheaCenter
www.sheacenter.org | The J.F. Shea Therapeutic Riding Center News | Fall 2016
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SAVE THE DATES!

Drive to Ride Kick-off – February 4, 2017
Ladies Night Out – March 9, 2017
Gala – June 3, 2017
Annual Celebration & Meeting – June 14, 2017
Mark Powell – June and October, 2017
BBQ – September 23, 2017

2016 Year End
Giving Options

Special Needs Trusts: Caring for
Your Loved One

Dana Butler-Moburg

To better help Shea Center families
plan for their loved one with special
needs, Mark Powell presented a
workshop in October focusing on
key aspects of a unique trust called a
Special Needs Trust. This vehicle is intended to allow for
lifetime assistance to your child or adult with special needs,
but must be created in a very specific manner so that
medical benefits such as Medicaid or Social Security Income
will continue. Many of our caregivers have the consideration
of planning for someone’s care beyond their ability to do it.
Mark spent a great deal of time working with participants
and giving them questions and points to consider in working
with their own advisors.

Making Your Required IRA Distribution Change Lives
Now that the IRA qualified charitable contribution (QCD) is
permanent, no more do generous donors have to wait to see if
this rule will apply in a given year. If you are at least 70 ½ and you
do not need the income from a required distribution, which can
have the impact of increased income taxes and increased Medicare
premiums, then you can donate your required distribution directly to
The Shea Center as a qualified charitable deduction.

Donating Appreciated Stock
Thanks to long-time partner JDL Securities, The Shea Center has a
no-commission stock liquidation account. You may transfer appreciated
stock directly to The Shea Center’s account and receive a tax deduction
for the fully appreciated amount.
There are other ways to include The Shea Center in your estate and
giving plans! If you have questions, please contact Dana Butler-Moburg
at 949-240-8441 x102.

Mark Powell is a long-time volunteer for The Shea Center
and has a law practice based in Irvine specializing in estate
law. He conducted an earlier workshop for The Shea Center
in June, which focused on wills and trusts.
For more questions about the Reins of Life Legacy program
at The Shea Center, please call Dana Butler-Moburg at
949-240-8441 x102.
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