Shea Gala Shows High Spm‘ts

F Shea Therapeatic Riding Center has their

Annual Gala to raise funds for their non-prolit

riding center. This year it was called Sheanani-
gans which is a playful trick or other display of HIGH
SPIRITS! The event has been held at different loca-
tions throughout years but the last two years it has
Ireen held at the Moatage Resort and Spa in Laguna
Beach. As you stroll around leoking at the silent
auction items, with of course a glass of wine or some
other lihation te keep you amused, the backdrop of
the Pacific Qeean is stunning.

When we entered the grounds there was what ap
peared to he a life-size Grecian statue—that was until
it started to move. Then many of these statues took
in a breath of life and started strolling throughout the

silent auction, they continued to amuse and entertain.

At 7 p.m. folks moved into the baliroom for din-
ner, presentations and the live auction. The dinner
was absolutely fabulous with huge prawn shrimp,
sirloin steak and a decadent chocolate desert, I think
I gained a few pounds but it is always well worth the
extra workout!

The entertainment continued during dianer, with
jugglers, magicians and such and & lot of laughter!

The presentations then began with the Michael
Lewis Award, Michael Lewis was the ficst client of
the Center when it was formally Fran Joswick Riding
Center and is awarded to those folks who give Lo the
Center and/or the communily. This year the awards
went to me my hushand David Ritchie and Dr. Rich-
ard Markell, equine veterinarian,

Dr. Markell has offered his time for more than
10 years providing medical care for the horses, David
and I just met him for the first time and we both were
in agreement that he is 2 great gan aad equine vet.
He has his own practice in Encinitas and works with
very accomplished horses and riders. So having
him take care of the Shea horses is an honor. These
horses give so much day after day and I know Dr.
Markell appreciates the importance of their job as
well as truly caring for these animals,

Let me express how privileged we were to accept
this recognition because we know the Lewis family.
Nancy and Derek Lewis are exceptional Godfearing
parents and it's an honor just to be in the company
of them.

As the presentations hegen, I was curious as |
noticed former Mayor Sam Allevato and now City
Councilmar leave pur table and enter the stage. As
someane escorted David and me to our waiting area,

Renee argl David Ritchie. Couriesy phots

prior to our accepting the award, Councilman Allevato
proceeded to introduce me! He told of my contribu-
tions to our City and I want to say, I didn'i realize [

was so involved, I thought, “do Freally do all thas?” but
what touched me more, was the fact that I have a dear
friend in Sam and his wife Vicky. I lnew that if { spoke
afterward I would probably start crying, so my husband
took the helm. Dana Butler, Director of JF Shea Thera-
peutic Riding Center introduced my husband with his
many accomplishments i.e., Chairman of Orangewaood
Children's Home, former Chairman of the Shea Center,
Trustee on the UCI Foundation and many more besides
him receiving a college scholarship for water polo and
joming the national team. Yes, I'm proud?

Qur DNA is to give back, to keep giving and giving
until there is not much nore then to put more gas in the
tank and continue,

Then one of the parents, Anne Marie Jernison, spoke
about their familys' life experience at the Shea Center
and then introduced her son Chatlie. Not only was this
little guy handsome but his heartfelt little words, espe-
cially "I love you all” and *I love my horse Frosty at the
Shea Center” were quite {ifting. There wasn't a dry eye
in the erowd and I know some of the mea were trying to
hold back, It is not because it was sad, just the opposite,
tears of joy. From first words, fo firsl lime being able 1o
balance himself properly after therapeutic riding and
physical therapy combined, fo now running across the
stage and participating in T-balll

There are so many more stories like this one, As a

matter of fact, the Allevatos have a grandson, Max,
who has been a client for about a year at the Center, |
was speaking with Vicki Allevato, and she teld me Max
spoke his first words, Memma, after riding at the Cea-
ter-—what awe-inspiring words fo hear for his parents,
it really gave me chillst

The other day, as | was multitasking, which really
is the norm for Southern California residents, 1 had (o
drop photos off of my hushand and myself at the Cen-
ter. I told myself I would drop them off quickly then
get onto my aext oh-so imperlant errand!

Well I did drop them off but decided (o take a look
to see if any clients were out taking their therapeuntic
lesson. I pulied up a bleacher seat and saw two of
the cutest children. They were two years oid and ull
of smiles. T spoke with both of the Mom's who were
watching their children and heard their stories, The
same type of truly moving stories; their children had
said their first words, because of this magical place—
AMAZING!

As | sat there watching I was taken away from the
hasstes of the day. The backdrop of San Juan's Hills and
the recently purchased Shea Property were comfort-
ing and soothing. The horse’s calmness and support
of these chitdren was uplifiing. The staff’s support
and love as well af the volunteers mace me proud to
e a part of this organization. My soul was once again
energized and ready to carry on to the nexi stop. Fake
the time, call the Center and be enlightened, your inner
spirit will thank you and you will keep coming back; or
let me know, [ would love ta show off the Center!

The reason I am involved with this city is because of
the people I am privileged to come in contact with. My
Open Space Comrmittee comrades are loving, caring
people who have ne agendas besides wanting to de
the best for all of us who live here and tenacious about
preserving our history, our open space. The other
equestrian and trail commitiees want to preserve our
equestrian heritage for future generations. They are
1ty friends and we all work as 2a TEAM.

Also, Jonathan Volzke is always supportive of our
city, and The Capistrane Dispatch gives opinions from
our citizens for all to peruse and have a hetter opportu-
ity to decide if it rings true for them or not.

So 1 once again thanlk Sam for all his support of me
and our equestrian commumity and all of vou who
make San Juan what it is—a truly High Spirit place!

Happy Trails!!

Renee Ritchie is o longtime Capistrano equestrian and
member of the Open Space Commilttee.




